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of under 2,000 casualties, captured 130,000 men, 400 tanks, and
1,30° g11118*to niention only the main items of a great haul of booty.
Such startling results, though due. in part to the defects of the enemy,
could have been achieved only by faultless generalship and by troops
of high quality.
Meanwhile, far to the south the campaign for the reduction of
Italian East Africa had opened.
On the Sudan-Eritrea border, though our forces until the arrival
of the 5th Indian Division were outnumbered ten to one, the
Italians made only a tentative and cautious advance on Kassala
and Gallabat, both of which they occupied early in July, 1940.
A second offensive in mid-October, petered out into an abortive
thrust on Roseires, and the 5th Indian Division in its turn made
an unsuccessful attempt to recapture Gallabat. Early in January,
1941, the 4th Indian Division, transferred from the Western Desert
after the victory of Sidi Barrani, joined General Platt's command;
the Italians whose timidity had lost them a good chance of striking a
dangerous blow at the weakly held Sudan, were thrown on the
defensive and fell back to the high plateau about Agordat and
Keren, with forward posts at Keru and Biscia.
On January 19, General Platt's force advanced in two columns,
the 5th Indian Division on the right, the 4th on the left, and drove
in these forward posts. Agordat, after a stiff and well contested
action fell into our hands on February i, and Barentu on the
following day but the main Italian defensive position on the Keren
plateau, with its steep wall-like face overlooking the whole country
to the west, formed a formidable barrier to our further advance.
The enemy had had a considerable numerical superiority, as
well as the advantage of position, and fought well and stubbornly.
Our first assaults were repulsed ; the 4th Indian Division in the
north gained some ground but a turning movement to the south
by the 5th Indian Division was checked and after a third unsuccess-
ful attack, General Platt's force was for the time being stalemated.
A pause was ordered while all available transport was utilised to
bring forward ammunition and supplies for a renewed assault.
On March 15 both the 4th and 5th Indian Divisions were again
launched to the assault of the heights: The battle raged incessantly
for ten days ; the 5th Indian Division wedged itself well into the
hostile positions on its front and held on ; the 4th on the left was
held in check, but a final attack in the centre effected a break
through This decisive victory cost us 3,500 casualties.
The heart had. now so clearly gorie out of the Italians that
General Platt was able to send the 4th Indian Division back to the
Western Desert. The 5th Indian Division quickly occupied
Asmara and Massawa and by mid-April all Eritrea had been con-
quered. Six hostile divisions had been destroyed, and 40,000

